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his year, Wine Enthusiast's tasting
panel reviewed more than 16,000
. wines, We've previously published

MAGAZINE our lists of Top 100 Best Buys (wines
for 15 or less, November) and Top 100 Cal-
lar Selections (cellar-worthy and highly rated
collectibles, December), now here comes the
big kahuna.

The Enthusiast 100 are not the wines we

drink on a daily basis, nor do they represent a

single annual splurge. Instead, they are the sol-

id middle ground: weekend wines, restaurant

purchases, special occasion wines. In short,
= wines we wish we could drink more often.

To arrive at this list, we look at a myriad
of factors, including rating, price, drinkability
and unigueness. Then we factor in availability,
diversity and a healthy portion of subjectivity.
Within the constraints of what we ve tasted
during the past 12 months, we try to include
wines made in different regions, from various
grape varieties and in many different styles.

The end result? A list of 100 wines we'd be

happy to drink any night of the week. ))))
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92 Lapostolle 2009 Cuvée Alexandre Apalta
Vineyard Carmenére (Colchagua Valley
vich and dark smelling, with alluring sty carth, he
inil soothing berry aromas. Deep, meaty and very

T L Rh] I_h4 ||||:-||I:'||, with coly L choeol; ibe, roaste el
il fresh prune Havors. Toasty and lush as it facegfs
un andd modern: drink now through 2003, M
'|l.'u'."|."‘1'1L —M.5.

abv: 14.3%

g Domaine Sigalas 2010 Assyrt
rini). Sigalas sets the bar high for

(Santo-
AATHICD a8

usual, This 2010 is a balance of ounded @trus, crisp

wrg sl wnd h||.|:'|v..|i1'|l_‘_ 1|.|i|||'|:4||1_1.. Delickous Yith grilled

fich, fruit or alone on a hot day, this is an clegint gem of
awhite that represents some of the best of (freek wine

offered today. Diamond Importers Ine. —5

abv: 14.2% Prie: 224

92 Laurant Migquel 2007 Saga Pegot Sy
(Faugéres). Sura Pegot is

block expression of Syrah, aged 14 months in Freneh
oak, The oak is present and forward, lending a great

il :._-:: IPTeORES A0 1

decadence to the wine by way of sweet wood and strong
|1:|u_'||._| r;hﬂr:l.l_'lq'rn!u.'\ LT ||!|.|' I:-IIJI'I\. |:-e'r'|'_'. .|:|||||. |.'||l.'rl‘_-.
fruit core. Additional nuances of licorice stick, crushed
[:-||ri1|-:- florals and thin mibnt add L!|'|:-I|| tr the lush
mouth. Firm, gripping tannins and a dense froit core

|||||'\-.|||-: i texture like crushed veloet, Drinkable now,

bt showld e Tibee|y :||1||'|'.l_-'||| 2017, Lauwrent "l.1||||||']
Editors” Choice. —1.B.

Price: 325
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9 Capanna 2006 Brunallo di Montalcino.

This beautiful Brunello will charm your socks
ol T, Thee wine is rch and |:-|'.:'-.|| |=|'|'E'l anel concentrated
intense and ripe with |!~: rsamality. It offers a modern vet

Sd I'LII'. 'l-'ill:llll"\.tll. iabed nose ".1|||| toniss of by ']lt 1.||l. Ty

Wl ||:-\._|1.I:: anal '.._|1||||| The tammnins are still a bit frm

anid 5o give it another five vears of cellar aging. Musci-

arelli Wine Co. Editors” Choice, —M.]
abwv: 15% Price: 355
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g Black Coyote 2007 Reserve Cabernet

Sauvignon (Atlas Peak). Tusted blind in a
large group of Napa Valley Cabemets, this one stood
ok ﬂlr :«iht_'-l,-r' l'u::rl.'l.'-l,'l' 4'|.11|.| 4'|.1:||:]:|||-1"||:f|.'. It i,|h?i.|:!||1:|l:-'|:|.' |_|.-|_-|:i-
cious, dazling showing backberry tart, cherry pie with
the sweet, smoky crust, cassis and b aking spice favors,
wrapped into wonide: rfully thick, fine tannins, Pure Cali-
fornia fruit, but dry, b Janced and nuanced. A classic,
but high-alcohol haters will find plenty to complain
about, Dirink now=2020, —5 H.

185

t Fils & 734 Brut
baseel on the 2006 vintugee

Price: 385

9 (Champagne).
this current release of Jacquesson'’s nonvintage wine has
richiness anl [T, wiile tight .|,-:_1|||‘1. surrounds the
core of pear and pineapple fruits. The touch of steel
b 7T peoirts. —RN
Price: 370

givies  grreat final bite, Vintase

Z 3

9 Plazzo Armando 2007 Barolo. This is avery

impressive expression of Nebbiolo from the
celebrated 2007 vintage that sheeas sweet vimilla and
'\IHI"" lowees al I.Ill' ||‘.||'I'|. "I. II]II( II'I'IJ":. Lialshis i1||':| I'III'I:'l
cola. The wine shows a softer, more immediate gquality
wngelind Wine .
Price: 343

thim -:'l:llll['l.lh'-:] bor st vanlagmes
abv: 14.5%

“Making good wine is a skill; making
fine wine is an art.”

—Rabert Mondavt
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g Masat 2009 Pinot Molr (Mendocing).

beautibully  balanced, well-made Pinot  Moir
o the sons of the late ]1-:|h|:-:l. Fetzer of the fumned
acbocing Fetzer f.!l.llﬁl_‘-. whio started Masidt original
farm organic Pinot grapes with his sons. Ben and
o homor to their family Beritage here with a clean,
wittle of II'.EII-':'::IIII.'I.:I l:'.|':|.||]ll.'.|’!‘_'. anel tart |'|||':'rj. A

ieg] b il rchness of testure .|1'.|| jast o toch o

% Price:; 240

59 |

vid Sterza 2007 Amarone della Val-
licella Classico. With a building fan base,
-1 s l..|l.l.il.'k[_'. emerging as one of the best
rocducers to watel, His 2007 vintage opens

David Ste
ATTIROTe
with drviflg mineral notes that form a delicate contour

'il_:l!Il :_'Fll'rn'_ SAVOEY '-\.Il-il_'\ll' and dred tobacen
Italian Wine Trader. Editors® Choice. —M. 1.
% Price: 340
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9 Willlam Féwvre 2008 Fourchaume Pre

mier Cru (Chablis). A beautifully balanced
wine, mixing an intense, nervy, crisp fruit charscter with
light woresd Blavors amd the miost piere i aciddity, This is
a serions wine, for aging over 3-5 vears while retaining
I1t||H'-:'I':I|I]I' fruit, Henriot Tne —R.Y

abw: 12.5%

96 Sequoia Grove 2007 Rutherford Bench
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruther
A stunningly beautiful Cabernet, made fron

Prica: 245

ford).
the estate |||-.'.1.:-r'1| al all ve classie Rordeans viarieties
Saftly tannic and dry, it shows lush Havors of green ol
ives, black cherries, anise and smoky cak that swirl inte
i bomge, impressive finish. Drinkable e for sheeer bean
by, it will ||1".-.'|l:-|'| pver the next decsde 5 H.

abv: 14.4% Price: 365




